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INTRODUCTION :

Right Hon. Prime Minister.

Honourable Ministoers,

Honour-able Members o the Nat ional Assembly .

Your Excelleneies Membors of the Diplomat ic Corps.
Distiinguished invited guests.

Ladies and Gent lemen.

Fel Low Namibians:

Mlow me. Virst of all. to apologise for the unavoidable abscnce ot
1he President ot the S\F [Adv. Vekoii Rukoro] who. due to orfficial
commitments is presently overseas.  Secondly. on behalt off the NNF
do-legat fon to this historic Conference on Land Retform and the Land
Duestion. [ wish to oxpress a word ot thanks to all the Political
Parties repre=sented in the National Assembly for having orffered the
Tisses 017 Lhis conntty this opportunity to have their voilces heard
g an isaune of paramount national signiticance.  We also wish to
~cluter the Govermment. off the Republic. and in part icubar the Right
Jono Prime Minister. for huaving put in tremendous offort Lo ensure
that. this national consultative platform becomes a ccality. Last
Hut not the least. "a special word of thanks and appreciation to the
nembers ot the Secrotariat. the Advisory Committoece. the expert
vesecarchers and  especially NEPRU. For the incredible amount  of
itnvaluable research that they have produced. and which cnables us

roday to conduct a meaningtul and informed consultation.

i, Chalrman. ladies and gentlemen. vou will recall that my Party
tought the 1989 independence elect ions with the central theme of
"GIVE THE LAND BACK TO THE PEOPLE!" That was a profound political

Tessage. the historical validity of which has come back to hound us




genocide or othnocide aimed at the Herero people. resulted in the
Missiicre of about. 67% (i.e. more than 30.000) of the Hereros and
about. 305 (i.e. mote than 20,0000 of the Namas.  These massacros
facilitated the tucther confiscation of massive tracts or land
covering Contral and Fastern Namibia including over 60,000 herd of
cittit Le belonging to the Horeros and Namas.  Having dispossesed our
people of their land and cattle. the colonialists procecded to turn
our ancestors  into slave labourcrs on the contfiscatied land For tChe

development of ettt ler economic infrastructures,

Soon therearter. the Namibian people entered o scecond phase of
colonial occupatiion and enslavement whon the troops of the Unjon ot
~outh Arrica defeated the Germans in May 1015 and proceeded to
aveapy Naminia o tarn. Four wears  later at the Versail!l S
Conference r 1919 Namibia was.  once again. "given" to >outh
Atrica.  Fosth AMfrica promplly inherited and continued to perfoect
Lhe fascisi medasuccs of Ghe German vegime Chiough the creation or
the "pative reserves" system. in terms of which our people were
Forcefully colocated from theiv fertile lands into the new teibal
Trust: land<.  The Latter had marginal agricultural cuapacity and our
people beca~e refugees in their own countiry.  Others were forced
into exile in neighbouring  Botswana  where their  off-springs

continue o live in exile.

I the mew:t ime, white scttler farmers From South Africa poured
into Namibi: in their thousands to occupy the prime grazing lands
onn the Cent el Plateau of Namibia. By the end of the 1830's. all
commerciall:  viable lLand was  in settler hands  to serve a

whites-only ~olonial economy at: the expense of the rightful owners

.
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ot Namibia. The vast majority of ranchers have since remained
Afrikaners and the rest were German nationals who remained in
Namibia after the 1013 defeat. Other Immigrants from impecial
Germany  followed suit to share in the land of honey. Since
independence in 1900 they and thoi:-‘u,t't’-,-spr'ings have  become
citizens of Namibia and are considered to be the "righttful" owners
ot the land=s confiscated from our people.”  In contrast. the
uff-springs of the victims of German barbanism continue to be in
exite in Botswina with no uncontested prospects  to Namibioan
citizenship whilst their brothers and sisters continue to Live in

the native reserves of yvesteeday.

Mi. Chairman. this i= the historical contextt within which anw
serious  and meaningtul  discus<ion of the Land  Issue must toake
place. These aree the historical developments which brought us
unclerr this roof today. I am~ttre you that the evidenee ot this
historical proeess can be devived from Namibia's geographical names
a~ well as the graves of our ancestors and heroes which today can
still be Found on some of the so-called private propertics ot some
of our conntry-men and women.  This is the background against which
the economic dimensions ot the policy of national reconciliation

and the rights to private property are to be addressed.

The crux ot the problem today is the continued suffering and
deprivation of the mujority of our citizens as a result of the
historical unlawful dispossession and land  therft: by colonial
occupicrs. The crux of the problem today is the socio-economic
eftect of the afore<said dispossession in terms of the Yosultant:

consequences of overcrowdedness and overgrazing in the communal



should be made in the Taw For expropeiation o such land subject to
vhe «btipulations obf the Namibian Constitution relating to the
public interestt and the pavment ol just. compensat ion.  The band =o
acquited by Govertument  is Lo be sub-divided Cin appropriatoe cases)
and re-allocated by way o sale or otherwise to various categorio-

0F perstiis. Yo example:

drme

Woalthy communal Tarmers who must. be enconraged to move out

o the  communal  arcas by buying  commereial  farms.
Obviously.  they  will  expect Government. to design
appropriate financial and tealning programmes Coo cnsuroe
that. this category ot Farmers= become and remain succe=stul.
Theretore. subsidized loans in the form o low  intoerest

rates and low deposit requirements should be consideted.

L2020 Groups of Families cach to be provided with o Family Unit
that i= large coough to support a modest bott cconomical ly
viable farming undertaking. The eaact ~ize of such o univ
must. necessarily depend on many factors. o.g. the carrving
capacity ot the area concerned., [t I expected that this
type of Land retform will resalt in drastic land use and
Land tenure a= it will transform substantial numbers ot

subsistence Farmers into commercial farmers,

K Industrial peasant Farmors from communal arcas who wish to

embark  on small-scale  commercial  Farming. Forr this
putposc. tenced camps in the tarms purchesed by Government

are to be alloted to such individual peasant Farmeps.
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10 commercial Farmers are not willing to voluntarily otfer their
excess  Land  Porr sale.  we propose that berore the  Government
exereises  its prerogative Lo expropriate as aloresaid. various
other  occonomic  instruments  which e likely to o result in o
voluntary surrender of such excess land. are to bhe invoked. An

example 15 the introduction ol a progressive tax on Land which is

Likely  to mike the owneeship of  excessive  land  an oxtremely
unprofitable proposition - therefore resulting in such land being
put onto the market where Government <shall have the first option to
buy. According to the Findings ot preliminaey rescarch avaitable
to ns. such a Land tax combined with higher inteprest rates on
credit for certain categories of Landholdings. is likely to cesolt
in 20% of existing commercial holdings being released to o the
market.. In addition. such cconomic in=struments will encourage the
proper ntilization of  Jand hy  avoiding  the  purchise and”or
owneeship o land for the sake ot ‘pr-vsl.igf- ar- For speculat ive
purrposes.  Fhe geneval principle. therefore, i=s that Land should be
st to o s masimum cconomic potent lal and  in pur=nit  of  thar
objective only those people who can till the Land properly and

~tficiently must be put on it.

Furthermore.  to ensure  that adequate land becomes available for

purposes of redistributiion the tol lowing measures are proposed:

3.0.1 Abscntee  landlords - whether roreign or national. must be

prohibited For  at least a specified  period of Gime.
However. an exempt.ion might be considered in the case of
nationals if the absentee ownter can prove that adequate
management. has been provided and that the Land i..i not being

under~-utilized.
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3-6.2  Forcigners  =houid be  prohibited by law From  owning
agricultural or farming land in Namibia.  Those who have
already acquirved such Land are to orffer the same for sale
to the State within a specificd period of time.  Howevers.
in appropriate cases where Che public interestt so demands.

the granting ol o long-torm lease should be considered.

3.0.3  Finally. tfor as long as the Nabtion is faced by this soevere
hunger  forr land  on the  piect of the majority of our
citiizens. consideration should be given to limiting the
numboer andor size of Farms por person or company.  In this

regird., the ANF proposes that. in principle. o person or

company should not own more than two (2) farms. oxcoept in

cases where. in the public interest. the law provides tor
carctfully considered oxempt.ions.  The actual size of o Marm
shall be dependent on the aoro-ceological econdition ot the
region  concerned  as owell s the cype o Farming

contemplatoed.

With regard to the second land ceform strategy (3.1.2.).0 namely.
that of the planned development. of communal arcas we wish o
emphasize the absolute necessity of improving the farming methods
of communal farmers so as to achieve increased productivity and
income.  This strategy is of vital importance it we agree with John
Marshall that communal land is "the poor man's farm". and that

communal farming is here to stay for generations to come.
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It s imperative to understand thatt the development. ot commnal
Land= should be undectaken o the explicit purpose ot commnud -
and not - private  usel Traditional Farming svstems  in communal
arcis  aim at sell-surficieney  and  the provision o weltare
suppot. I addition. to some people Craditional farming in
communal arcas is oo way of Lifte - part of their cultural heeitage
which they intend to keep - and rightly so. Theretore. the
cconomic future of a great majority of rural people will comtinne

to be in the communal areas.

Further. given the overcrowdedness in communal areas thore i~ oa

need  foro the extension of commumnal  grazing area through the

purchase ot’ adjacent commercial twrms by the government .

In addit.ion. we would propose that a substant ial part. of the 137

stave Land e turned into emergency or afternative grazing Furma

available to communal and small-scale commercial farmers by way ot

drought trelicf.  This Form of drought velief will ensure that the
henefits of the temporary resett lement. oxtend to a Larger number
of stock owners while at the same time the communal  areas
concerned  are cnabled to vegenerate.  To ensure that Farmers do
move back once grazing in communal arcas has recovered. o legalbly
binding agreement: should be entered into so that defaulters can be
evicted  without  delay.  and  perhaps  oven  denied  tfurthee
participation in the scheme in future.  This cmergency

grazing

facility <should not be available to  established  commercial

Talrmere=,
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The NNF Puwrther proposes that cureently unutilized Large tracts ofb

land in communal  arcas be developed through the provision of
boreholes. water pipelines. Fencing. roads. carth dams and other
phv~ical intrast ructure. Once developed. such Land can elther
continue to he u=cd communally or be re-allocated to individual
ramily holdings t'or commerclial farming purposces by ox-subsistence
Farmers. Needless Lo say.  in certain areas where livestock
expansion is hambered by national factors (poisonous plants). duc
consideration must be given to devise alternat ive ntilizat fon ot

such areas.

The NNF al=so proposes that serious consideration be given to

limiting stock numbers per person ar family houschold in communal

arcas Yor o specitdied peciod or vime. ihi= Timitat ion should
remitin in Force untiil the new Land retform programme' s impact can
b a=ssessed atter expivy of the atoresaid period ot time. Thi=
measure is o absolutely necessary to provent the space created by
the departure of the larger and wealthicr communal Farmers to
conmercial areas. being rilled and overcrowded in a Few years duc
Lo the uncontrolled expansion of the herds of the small Parmers
left. behind.,  The exact figures of the proposed limitation shall

depend on the agro-ccological condition of the area concerncd.

Thee Ministry of Agriculture. Water and Rural Development must
secure access to markets for the products (crops and livestock) of
communal farmers on a substainable basis. so that our rural people

are asauroed of cash returns.
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As Farr as the illezal fencing ol Large arcas ot communal grazing
by woealthy farmers 1s concerned. o practice which deprives the
majority of small and poor Farmers of acces=s to such grazing. the
NNF O is of the opinion that urgent  steps must bhe taken without
dirliy to cheek and  reverse this  illegal  practice. The
privatization of  othetwise communal  grazing  Land  is  totally
inadmi-~ible. and no legal recognition whatsoever or title to such
enclosed Land is to be accorded by the state. On the contrary.
Government. should  take  steps to return such grazing  land (o

communal use.

Wealthy communal tfarmers and others who opte for resettlement. on
commercial Farming land in terms of the scheme proposed herein.
ave o Forfeit all rights in communal areas in that they should be
required to remove all their stock trom communal areas.  They are
not. o be permittoed to oxercise dual grazing i

TLAY

L

GENERAL AND CONCLUDING REMARKS:

Mr. Chairman. distinguished panticipants.

Our apecific and detailed proposals which some of you may consider
too radical. are predicated on the compelling necessity to restore
histovical land rights as well as our principled position that
every Namibian has a basic fundamental right to Farm meaningtully
- whether on private or communal land.  The enjovment of this

right has been denied for too Long to many Namibians.
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Furthermore. heavy emphasis has been placed on the need to bring
about. signiticant. development off communal arcas. This is because
of the fact that although communal Land comprises only 25% of all
Land  in Namibia., =ome 70% orf Bluck Namibians live on it by
engaging in subsistonee tarming. [t is al=o providing emplovment
to some 300,000 peopie - a Pigee thatt represents more than halt

the economically actiive population of Namibia.

We are of the opinlon that those who benet’it trom the Land Retorm
programme as Finally adopted by Government.. must be provided with
adeguate training to cnable them to acquive velevant farming and
management. skills.  Indeed. such <kills should be a pre-requisite
tor obtaining o loan for farming purposcs. Thee Ministry  of
Agriculture Water and Rural Development. should also step up its

extoension services on a continuons bisis.

It must. be noted that the provision of credit to Carmers in
communal arecas has become  imperative 1F at all growth in such
ieas is to be effected and sustained.  In view of the Fact that
communal Farmers do not have private land to offer as collateral.

a special rural creditt scheme should be worked out to extend

creditt facilities to communal farmers. Special terms must hee
considered. e.g. a state agency charged with the provision of such
credit. should he empowered to accept: cattle as collateral for a
loan. Similarly. cattle should be accepted as part-payment in
kind tfor the purchase of farms rrom the Government.  3ome of thoe
153% State farms can be used for the purposes of temporary grazing
of such cattle prior to slavghtering them for the lucrative EEC

and othor markets.
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1.5 Tt is~ hightime our communal Farmers realize that Government.'
function i=s to help people to help themselves.  Thererore. they
must accept co-respansibility for theier own development o T this
regard.  we o propose that o special tax in the Form of "grazing
Foes! h«; paviable by all commonal Farms to enable Government to
roender the neces=ary ~crvices associated with the development. orf

their arcas.

4.0 Finally. the basic principle heing that only tho=e capable and
willing to till the land must be put. on the land. Government. must
appoint  an Independent. Commission  on Land  to monitor  the
acquisition. under-utilization off lund as well as the incidence of

absentee Landlords.

Mo Thairman, Fellow Namibians. hundreds of thousands of Namibians have
P the iy hopes on this istoric Conterones, Lot s ot radl them ha
not articutating their true aspirations and legitimate expectations.  To
the extent that the NNF's Statement veprescents o contribution in that
tegiood we are happy and  graterul to have been associated with this

nat i nal consultation.

I tlink you for your patience.

"GIVE THE LAND. BACK TO THE PEOPLE!"

-
-
-

Patji



