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STATEMENT PRESENTED TO THE LAND REFORM CONFERENCE.
BY DEPUTY-CHIEFTAINESS OF THE BONDELSWARTS TRIBE.
MRS. ANNA VELDSKOEN:

MR. CHAIRMAN,

SINCE MY DELEGATION WAS OVERLOOKED ON THUESDAY, 25 JUNE, 1991
AND NOT BEEN GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE NATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON LAND REFORM, OBVIOUSLY BECAUSE OF THE CONFUSION
CAUSED BY VARIOUS GROUPS REPRESENTING THE BONDELSWARTS TRIBE,
I AM OBLIGED TO PRESENT MY CONTRIBUTION IN WRITING FOR RECORD
AND DISTRIBUTION.

ACCORDING TO THE LIST OF APPLICATIONS BY CATEGORY, I AM ON
RECORD X424 - APPLICANT: BONDELSWARTS TRIBAL COUNCIL AND THIS
GROUP 'WAS NOT CALLED FOR WHILE THE APPLICANT — BONDELSWARTS
TRIBE TRADITIONAL GROUP - ON RECORD X426 LEAD BY MRS. A.K.
CHRISTIAAN WAS CALLED TO THE STAND.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS STATEMENT IS TO ASSOCIATE MYSELF AND MY
GROUP WITH THOSE SPEAKERS CLAIMING TO HAVE LOST THEIR LAND
ON AN UNJUST MANNER.

IN 1903 WAR BROKE OUT BETWEEN THE GERMANS AND THE
BONDELSWARTS TRIBE WHEN THE CHIEF OF THIS TRIBE, THE LATE JAN
ABRAHAM CHRISTIAAN WAS SHOT DEAD BY THE‘ﬁGERMAN TROOPS.

A TREATY WAS SIGNED IN 1906 AT NAMASVREDE ALSO KNOWN AS THE
HAIRA-XABIS, WHEREBY THE GERMANS PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING
PLACES AS THEIR OWN LAND TO THE BONDELSWARTS, WARMBAD, HAIB,
GABIS AND WORTERS. HERE THE TRIBE HAD TO MAINTAIN ITS
INALIENABLE DOMINIUM RIGHTS.

IT IS ALSO A WELL KNOWN HISTORICAL FACT THAT THE LAND OF THE
ONCE POWERFUL TRIBE - PRESENTLY THE LARGEST OF THE NAMA
SPEAKING NAMIBIANS, STRECHED AS FROM KEETMANSHOOP, RIGHT
ACCROSS THE ORANGE RIVER AS FAR AS DE AAR AND PORT NOLLOTH.
THIS, HOWEVER WAS STOLLEN BY THE GERMANS.

IN 1972 THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT DE-PROCLAIMED THE
BONDELSWARTS LAND AND THUS WAS REGARDED THE SECOND FOREIGN
COLONIAL POWER TO HAVE STOLEN THE BONDELSWARTS LAND.

I THUS SUPPORT THE IDEA THAT COMPENSATION OUGTH TO BE PAID BY
BOTH THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT AND THAT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN
GOVERNMENT .

FURTHERMORE, I STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE IDEA OF THE MAINTENANCE

OF THE COMMUNAL LAND AND THE JUST PAYMENT OF THE COMPENSATION TO
OWNERS OF THE COMMERCIAL FARMS. 2/
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TRADITIONAL LEADERSHIP MUST ALSC BE RECOGNISED AND MUST HAVE
AUTHORITY ON COMMUNAL LAND.

I PRAY THAT THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE WILL SUCCEED IN FINDING A
SOLUTION ON THIS SENSITIVE ISSUE.

FINALLY I WISH TO EXPRESS MY PROFOUND GRATITUDE AND PLEASURE
TO THE RIGHT HON. PRIME MINISTER OF HAVING INVITED MY GROUP
TO THIS HISTORIC CONFERENCE. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
BONDELSWARTS TRIBE IS SHOWN BY THE FACT THAT ALL-TOGETHER

FOUR GROUPS FROM THE SAME TRIBE IS REPRESENTED AT THE
CONFERENCE.

I THANK YOU MR. CHAIRMAN

SIGNED: X w2 Velz2l b sen

ATTACHED FIND COPY OF DEEDS REGISTRATION:
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In the Nume nml on bf'iml/' of His Majesty GEORGE 'le; PII'TH:_

- - the Grace of God, of the Tnited Lingdom of Greal Britain and Drelt= = ..:_-.__.:
i s .. awdof the British Dominions bc_;oml the bcus Kiny, Dcﬁ,ndcr of the l*cullz, . _j;.
- Iimperor of Indzu Sy e s @ e 5 e Mg uy BB
-\‘rlll-‘lu"\%‘. the Rosident -'-a-’l{‘,l‘!l.ldlt, :if‘ Lho Dlstrict of Port 1-01106.11 ‘ duly il
" thereto by the hme::ment in lrrmq of ‘\t-t 153 «of 1087 of llu: Cape u[ Gowl llnpo. mululed an “ Act for rog;lahng the o ‘
** manner in whu:h the ('mn n L-mclc o[ the Lolon{ shall ke -hapu:e-l ur. ma ou the ,,_.__._.al.h SR r-A«-larn!r el
- “‘-.Tuly-ighlo :-_ BT u_-_“_m_- —::;:e-luru:..lmb!n Ay suld nwder llu. cumlltmns el rumlalums conlained i in the said Act .

mul in Lhe :\.ct No. -m of 1895 of the L'np-- of Goud epe intituled an * Act o amend llm laws regulating the Ih'-puﬂ'f of
wau Laods™ a cectain plu.r' of land, adyertised on the 13th Apr l]. 1910 ns Lot Ho. 12208
~“situnted in the Tormshlp ol Fort llolloth, Division of Namaqualand.
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J\ND WHEREAS ) O ) T . ) N 5 " .
2 : J Johr. 'Chrlstlnn ' TS hE % o 3
didl hecome the |)Ilt('||ll$'l.:l‘ thereol ior the sum of teT pounds 5\'3 rling (£10: C: 0)

%
on the vonditions of sale hereunte attached which shall be deemesd to be pilusdicd in this title deed.

Nﬂ\\' THEREFORE THESE PRESENTS WITNESS that there is |u‘r('lu) granted by the Goreruor-Gieneral tl' the

’ - Unien ul’ Senth Africa, unto the said )
John Christlan - .
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