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THE ROLE OF THE LAND SBLFRVEY FROFESSTON OF NAMIELA
IN THE FIELDSE 0OF LAND LIBE FOLICIES aND TN LAND TE

and can be considered as a piliece of space, a plabtform oan wihich most
Praman activibty takes place ar as a reservolr of natural resourcss,
Judged Dy bhe e@pormous population qﬁmwth af Lhe Muman race, Lt has
provided us wilh a secure and stable eoviconment Do which combisuoms
nary development was posasible. Howewver, wes have @ preaiend
whers the wse of our land has become one of bhe most
wivieih bhe survival of owr species depesnd B,
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The rapidly growing population puts ever increa 4
and everylthing that depen o khe land. The fact & larmed dn all
different facehs Ls a f diminishing limited per Apilla res

wmer ] el ambedded Lin Lhe awareness of every single RBuman baing.
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I order o ensure bhalt we keep bhe Limited land essouecss in s
aa L bhy condibion, vast valumes of data neesd to bhe o
meaed Lo arrdve alt wise decisions based on esli
ol ho monitor bhe effects of owr land use polic
ponsible actions that result in the Ffurther o
oy willv iy and from o which, we live. This can only he ac
Ehe elenents which describe bhe condition of owe land,
s of conbinuous mondboring.has o lead wus Lo b
mpunvlnu land wse policies, We are doomed Lo axbins AF e ofo
el angl cevelop aur o skill Lo facs ever ohanglng comdlbions wodaer whviob
ao Ll i% veed. The greabt chal lenge Lies in Lhe oreabion of o steootbors
wWhich a securs and ple bhalance can be mainbained e bweaor
the land and Lhe condition of bhe land,
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: ot the above, bthe discipline of land survevirg
sibution Lo maksa. At oa recent mesting tho General
Iinternaticonal Federation of Survevors has adopted
Lign for a surveyar: "6 surveyor ds a professional
demic gual ifications and » R R 3 Lo prac
maasuremaen s o assemble and Lavrel and gsograr i
iy bo wse Lhe informaltion for SNt} af planming and
Fhe efficient adminisbrabion of 2 lanc . bhe Ao arel  bhe
oy oand o investigabte the advancemeant and dewvelop
This definition very genaral ancd Lbod i j
Tl dwleJMd Lasks which @ach national prof il D
pres Loy dbeelf depends Lo oa large extent on oabional  1anc
Howeaver , Lhe above definition covers the scope aof any nal
amhivi by and Lt farms the framewark of bLhe professional s
Lamad swrveyors of fer bto Chelr nabions.
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Traditional ly, land swevayvars of Namibia have diescbed Bheir activibims
areance of our o wl oo : arrel o Ll mappiing
eyt g ocounbry . Namihbia very fortunate in having a well
rnabional mapping sveben which has been efflciently n
by the statf o Lhe Burveyor General and the privatelw
. ML cadasbral aurveys are owerenbly done i

abion which guarant A very high standard,. Thi
o L ddl syveatem of of Litle which is o
: fear mon i
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La only benefi oo Landg
avencl anc e G A Lk T 3
ey Lamd msu; aroear earvizey s T
Cradi bional forms of land owngership i the eaf o Lhee coun ey i
fall oubsicde Lhe rmqimn~ af Lhe commarcial farming areas and proolal
- i el bk Ehey do oneobt oenjoy bthe same leve
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Ply documsnted as is bthe case wikh freehold ownership.
L 11nd nmwnership standards are a result of land use
mot been uniformly applied to the country as a whole.
nete how mach of an impact Lhe nature of land awre sk
way peaple use btheir land. To oy knowledge not a single
de the commercial farming area has ko this date be
ke hmmdw Registry. The implication of this disparity
o a wasl number of wnregistered land owmners Bave no
dage hands and hence the evidenlt lack of develoopmenb
ik which will definitely have ko be addr ol Ly
and the advice bhal the swrvey profession could ma
i fcant. TL must be borne in mind bhat while bkle suy
nlays important ral i the implesentabion and maintenances
policies, L cannol make decisions of a political naturs.
supply supporbtive seevices bo laned wse policies. The
wi murveying deals with bLhe following issue: WHD has
which LANDT This set of information forms part of & given
3oof future land reforn policies. The survey prof
dipped with bthe necessary skills and infrasbteucbure
al Lo Lbhe taskse in Lhis eespect. Qe country has vash
Jions in which pioneering survey melhods long sine o i
abl ished industrial countries are still being applied. The MNamik
survey fraternibty anjoys a good reputation amongst southern OFFLoan
survaeyors for the creativilty with which they have adapted
methods Lo local conditions. Furthermore, most of the et
P VEYDrs ko vash o e of the country and collechively
daluable infarmation s Lk bhe land and the people who 1ive
wiotilel be wise to draw on this pool of knowledge charing the formul;
af land reform policiss,
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Per Jegislabtion according bo which ocacde
Mamibia needs urgent abtention by the government, Thm Imm+iPuLm
Burveyors of Namibia, together with the office of the Burveyoy
Fag heen breying bo have bhe Soukh African legislatbic ¥
ce dn Mamibia, replaced by our own legislabtion, 1 wn'h RERATTE
VLVﬁ§Md drafte has been passed between government officials acd e
of ouwr Institute for a period of approximalely ben yoare
Licians have deemed Lhis matter important enough be
and urgent atbention. Dur efforts in bhis rec
2 have a0 far also been fruil] 5 oand we hope bthat the p
o Lhis conference will bring about mere atb tion Lo th
Lhuwation provides for no official rhannnlu of cpmmen 2
o Lhe body of professional Namibian Land Sueveyvors and gere@rrmarn ko,
Ehere is no vehicle on which negotiations in terms of pro
AR of work, minimum professional qualifications, Gariff
anel obhear nat % arising from Lime ko tine can btake plea
i lualion hamperse ouwr initiabtives to Namibianise owre acbi
adapt Lo developnents since Independence,
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B fore leaving the cadasbtral aspects of land surveyi drg A Mamibia.
ooy Ao le of e 2oon bhe performan
b L pare wlar field of activily, The wi
Ganeral bhas enesoeaed bhatl Lrce he has
roall parts of Phe country have boer
Ll foand Barvey acl, This means Lhatl

il]'HH outside The commercial and municipal
A e sel Ly e Jhsm by . The 6
via o of land subjiscted bo the disparity of btitle deed HHJ&].i..' (
deme ., This me i will wver Lhe countey considerable amounts of nones,
P Levrms of current 1eﬂ’ S winelarsy o v I R G Y R A Ml R
Ehe LTand sueveyor, o fa; IIHH Lhig, bLhe Sopeemnes Fuuai Tea s Mg ]
not a single bhoundary 2 has reached the cowebes of Pamiiioa. F
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convineing  record  which clesarly demonsfrates Lhe quality of
el wmurveyors have been rendering over a long period of Sime in
e guardians of bhoundaries. FPurthsemore, loocal
e importanl roles in bthe demarcabtion of Mamilia’
n he safely shabted Lhabt Mamibia has a B VEY preeefe
artclards and we hope thal Lhe Government will conbinoe IG malk e e
of Lhis national asset.
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Wb ley Ll fisld of cadastral surveying deals with the
cefining the extent of various rights over landed propeest
stevey profession of Mamibia also | impertant ol o
il fields af swevey. As menbioned earlier, a good Land
ig bhasecd on o reliable informabtion abouk the land. lland sues
! I dﬂLJ and to conduech measurements in the fFileld uJFh
s data and measdarements into Do formalior
lnnd rgder suevey . The most common prococt of
ferm of a map which can be sasily read by planoeeees and
Lonales concernead wibth development,
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ey LTechnolooy bhas madse enormous advances during Lhe o
ay Tw Namibian lamd survewvor wauld have been envied by his ool le
arieel o mapping bthe countey about a hundred years ago. The mos
dwvw1upmwnl in khe i of measuremnanl has been bhe drteodoel]
shromagrietic Distbar MaaEuFEﬁg (EDM) with which Lk ang
bn can e S Lo a wvery high degree of ace ALY i
i Namibia make successful use of bhese insf'lmﬂn* O the
o peccessing, bhe dntrodoction of affordable compubing faciliti
borevggr b aboot an enormous inoerease Lo prodoectiviby. A nwmbee of
Lo 4uunfry hawve Lnvested in oodern compuber alded drn1|1nﬂ
wihyiely Ehem ko present Lhelr aurvey resulbts v
anly classical field of swervay btechnology which has notb
i \ Local firm is bthat of photogreammebry by
can e produaced from asrial photographs. The ceasan
trochnology is highly capital intensive and that Namdilbias
Masm beese up against veey sbiff compebition from companie
Africa. Howaver, Lhe mecessary skilla Lo apply swch e
I o Mamilbia and I oam suee Lhalb Lhe establishment of & qumlly
arFanune i Firm will beocome a feasibiliby ones
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The mosb exciting happening at the moment in bthe swuevey world s bhe aeed-
val of bwo technolo 5 owhioh can be combinecd ko give umprw modany bael e ;
cof o prodecion.s On bhe side of measwrement science bhis i
Hlobal Posilioning Sysbens (GFS) which is a sabellite
Larmining positions on bthe swrface of bthe eactbh. Worldwicde, Lhis technology
tes owey yoaung and affopdable instrumentation has only iy ke marl
for about a year in Soubhern Africa. Tn spite of the Phigh purchase price
L mmen Lation, 4Lt has alreacly been applied wibh great sooooss e
in the rural reqgions of our country, bBhas placing Mamibia well in (WRTES
i bernational stalte of the arb community of surveyvors. i faol,
Bl Lhe wme of Lhis techrnology can be exporbed Lo oobhers countbeis
Aatrdca, ot Leasl will be no meed Lo dmport Lhis eff Loiend
o muryeying . The wibth which a large amount of :
ol lected at fash i bhe field will inevitalbly
oot dala Uﬂhwral1nn which i twen will puk more pee
iy side of Che swrvey indusbey, Howsver, some local firms are all
cancarning bhemselvaes seriously wibh bthe purchase of so al e Seagraphic
THf”YmdllUH Bystems (GIS). This technology facili B @O rmen s ol
A pa which are combined wibkh exe nt Ty wrapk
prodouce maps which show bhe relationshlps : ol f e
Hata rﬂi“. Emmmlicm @l analyaes like MNVernmhn*dl impﬁt” Lied i
Limal potiential as ammen e, popualatior mdbubion patterns, o

dhigeame migrabion patberna, Land Lenuree patbarnsg and obher Loveahigalions
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eagard g hhe wse of bhe land have now be
b bhig Lechnology. The combination of bthe above btwo b
plaw a major role o providing policy makers wihth cone:
aful information regarding Lhe state of ouwr land and the
zion of Namibia is looking forward hto cooperabe wilh the gove
irmg this important chal lenge,
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Tk ilg hoped bhal bthe government will find enough funds to eguip Lhe
Surveyor General s Dffice wilh Lhe necessary infrastructure fo enable Lhat
ko ack as an instibtution which controls, coordinabes and die
bivities relating to the collection, processing, shoring and
of all land related infoarmatian. The Survey Frof
i looking to bthe Suwrveyvor General for guldance and o
s fiemlad. [Tk would be of great advantage ko land wse polloy maler
if bhe government assisted the Swrveyor GBeneral in berms of R v U
el i pmen boand eepecially in the recrultment of suibtably gual if
whiey can deliver this important service Lo the pgople of Mamili
1 ble age of informabion Lechnology and we shouwld malke
of bhe planning tools avallable to wus. & greabt many ni
Ary supences can be avelded 1f bthe planners of owr fulwre are eogudp-
ped wilh easily accessible and reliable information.
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Tn oconclusion, I wish Lo stress again
Lhe mabber of the Namibian Survey | i
briemes Act. As long as Lhese impopebs
Fransfoarmed into aukhentic Namibi ;
b comsolidatbe the skille needed bo doplement any fobuee Land s
artd Lo dmprove on tle cuerent sd buation,
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O hehal f of bhe Instibobte of Land Soevevars of Mamibia T owi
: i crf this conference Tor affording wus the opporiond b
aur o le in Namibian society to bhe public. e have i
Bime bul Lhe nature of ouwr work doss nob atbract mockh pab ]
him for bhis reason bhat so libttle inhberest exists dn Lhe furt
surwvey legiclation in Mamibia. Hopefoully bBhis ocan also A
consiskenltly goald service the Land Burvey Frofesslion
toy NMamilbia. We are looking to bthe foluaee wilh antic
and regular interacbion with bthe publio and bBhe priva
reaady Lo continue with ouwr good work. We accept Lhe e
e planning of owr fubure calls for,
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PREGIDENT OF THE TNSTITUTE OF LAND SURVEYQRS OF NAFITELA.
Favy L2921



I

E el M 1986 : “Why Communal Land Tenure Survives in Swaziland™. Ceres 983 : The FAO Review. vol. 19. no.
3. September-October 1986.

United Nations. FAO 1979 : Report of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development. Rome.
12-20 July 1979.

United Nations 1962 : Progress in Land Reform. Third Report. New York.
United Nations 1976 : Progress in Land Reform. Sixth Report. New York.

Weiner, D : “Agricultural Restructuring in Zimbabwe and South Africa”. Development and Change. vol. 20. no. 3.
July 1989,

‘Wortman. S en Cummings. jr.. R W (ed.) 1978 : To feed this worid - the challenge and the strategy. The John

Hopkins University Press. Baltimore & London.

31



