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EXECUTXVE SUMMARY 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES 
COMRADES AND FRIENDS 

I am Chief Garo~b the Acting Paramount Chief of the Damara 
speaking Namibians. I am hereby representing the Damara Chief·s 
Council who prepared the document I am going to present to you 
on behalf of the the Damaras in Namibia. 

This main Conference Document which is handed in for distribu
tion is in itself a summary of historic events which we deem 
very necessary for the purposes of this Conference. 

It"s so unfortunate that I cannot present the whole document but 
only extracts thereof because my time is so limited. However I 
am urging you all to kindly make time to read it through as I 
believe that it has enough detail for further research. 

In the introduction we are dealing with the historic background 
by alluding on the distortions in the Namibian history especial
ly when it comes to the Damara speaking Namibians. 

Then we make it categorically clear that if 
who can make 

with its vast 
the Damara 

indigenous group in Namibia 
claim on the entire Namibia 
water resources, then it is 
Bushmen. 

there is, at all, an 
a valid and rightful 
pastures and limited 

next to the yellow 

We further substantiate this contention by extracting ~ome lose 
traits of history of the Damara leaders starting from the !A !A 
/ Nanub dynasty during the early 14th century up till today. 

We even go beyond the 14th century and give an Evolution Tree of 
the Damaras as illustrated on the map on ANNEXURE Al in the main 
document. 

The we come to the SECOND PHASE of historical development and 
give very brief comments on the first time contact with: 

The Hottentots; 
The Hereros; 
The Ovambos; 
The Germans. 

The we come to the actual phase were land theft was committed 
grossly by the Germans Settlers after the Land Alienation Policy 
was introduced in 1890 by the Colonial Government. 

We then attempted to comment on the Native Reserve phase; the 
Native Homeland phase. And now I am going to handle the Damara
land in more detail and· conclude by making few recommendations. 

DAMARALAND <North Western Region> 

The area of 4,8 million ha. known as the present Damaraland was 
set apart for the sole use and occupation of the ±100 000 Damara 
speaking Namibians. 
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About 2,4 million ha. of the said area is however not suitable 
for normal commercial farming purposes and is presently known as 
the unproclaimed Nature Conservation Area. 

Even so, the present Damaraland comprises of the ancestral land 
of only four (4) groups namely the ~OE*GAN, the NAMIDAMAN, the 
DaUREDAMAN, and the *AODAMAN, while the TSOAXAUDAMAN also retain 
part of their ancestral land namely ATSaB <OTJIMBINGWE>. The 
rest of about nine (9) other Damara Tribes lost their ancestral 
land on the hands of the successive colonial regimes. 

At present 31 400 Namibians are living in Damaraland while about 
1 500 families are registered as subsistence farmers represen
ting the national groups of Namibia as follows: 

Damaras 
Her er os 
Namas 
Ovambos 
Coloureds 
Others 

848 
436 

81 
83 
41 
1 1 • 

From the above evidence it would appear that there is at present 
a considerable influx of all indigenous groups either from rural 
areas e.g. <Private commercial Farms as well as other Home 
areas> as well as urban areas, despite the fact that there are 
insufficient avenues of farming or employment for them in the 
said Damaraland area. 

This influx is stimulated inter alia by well-ordered structures 
and facilities created under difficult circumstances, as well as 
the more human and unbias approach · of the traditional leadership 
in this area for the upliftment of the underprivileged Nami
bians in spite of their tribal, religious or political affilia
tion. This in itself is a product of political awareness. 

We are, however, greatly upset by the fact that though we are so 
accommodative on our part, there is absolutely no room for the 
Damara speaking Namibians in other traditional home areas. 
There is no such a thing like a registered Damara farmer in 
Ovambo, Kavango, Caprivi, Hereroland or Kaokoland. 

This being the historic background of the Damara speaking 
Namibians, its only human that we look forward to getting a fair 
share of our undisputed ancestral land. 

Article 16 of the Namibian Constitution cannot be interpreted to 
read HYours is also ours but mine is my own" and thereby offer
ring some Namibians dual or more settlement rights in Home 
areas. 

It is our believe that Article 16 is stating a unique situation 
and is surely not an attempt to create lawlessness whereby 
people may settle at random. 
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As reasonable people we believe that should the Damaras really 
claim all their ancestral land, it would never be in the 
interest of our fellow Namibians. We are therefore very accom
modative in our approach because we are genuinely helping to 
embark on an acceptable solution on the whole land question. 

OUR RECOMMENDATXONS 

It is our fer vent 
Namibians to live 
1 i vi.ng. 

believe that Namibia is big enough for all 
in harmony and peace and to make a decent 

ON MUNICIPAL LAND 

1. Here we are pleading for complete changes with immediate 
effect. The Affirmative Action for the majority together 
with Article 16 of Namibian Constitution must take their 
rightful course on proclaimed Municipal land and property 
and must be accomplished to its logical conclusion. 

2. The approach towards al i;mat ion of surveyed lots and 
improvements should be free market orientated while the 
Government should endeavour to alleviate the burden of 
those underprivileged by colonial neglect, by establish i ng 
means to render soft loans. 

3. The current Housing Alienation Scheme should be accom
plished and should be extended to all towns, . as well as to 
growth- points on Communal Land. 

4. Residents of a given town or region should enjoy preference 
on all leased property. 

ON COMMERCIAL LAND 

Same approach as on Municipal land should apply where 
applicable. We further recommend that aggressive taxation be 
levied as from the third farm owned by the same owner, so as to 
curb monopoly. 

ON COMMUNAL LAND 

Let the present communal land remain the way it is. 

To redress the whole situation in an attempt to satisfy every 
interest will only land our young and fragile democracy in 
jeopardy. 

It will also create tension and friction should the Government 
now confiscate all ancestral land and terminate the authority of 
Traditional leaders as trustees of the said ancestral land. 

The ancestral land is deeply rooted with the tradition and cul
ture of various national groups and interests and should be 
handled with utmost circumspection. 
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The traditional structures should not be disturbed abruptly but 
evolutionary changes should rather be allowed to come gradually 
and smoothly. 

It is true that not all communal land as known today, is an
cestral land but it does compensate to a greater extent in 
absenc~ of such ancestral . land confiscated. · 

A special Commission of Investigation should, however, be set up 
to establish valid claims on small portions of ancestral land 
upon which specific interests have a burning desire for redress 
for e xample: 

Augeikas 
Damara. 

< !Ao //Aexas) 

Waterberg for Herero, etc. 

LAND USAGE ON COMMUNAL LAND 

and Hueses for the Sorri-Sorris 

The Traditional leadership should manage the Communal land 
according to their tradition and culture in close consultation 
with the Government Administrative machinery. 

The Ministry of Local Government and Housing should monitor the 
duties and functions of all traditional leadership so as to curb 
mismanagements and unbecoming tribal customs. 

The Communal land will be the resort of the subsistence farmers 
and the small farmers while the Government should encourage and 
facilitate means to remove qualifying · big farmers on the 
Communal land to buy commercial farms with so~t loans and by so 
doing make more room for the small man on the grass root level. 

This, in short, is our humble submission and we sincerely hope 
that it will contribute to the final decision-making process. 

We thank you, 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 

LAI'ID REFORM 

AND THE LAND QUESTION 

Your Excellencies 
Honour· ab 1 e Membe1· s o ·f Cabinet 
Honourable Members of National Assembl y 
Fellow Namib ian s 
Comrades and Friends. 

STATEMENT REGARDING THE RESTITUTION OF HISTORIC LAND RIGHTS AND 
THE REDISTRIBUTION OF RIGHTS IN LAND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE 
FROM WHOM SUCH RIGHTS WERE TAKEN BY FORCE. 

YO UR ADDRESSEES are we, the Chiefs, Headmen and Councillors i n 
ou,- capacity as tt- "ldit i onal and elet.:ted leade r·s of our· disti,K
tive t riba l groups and as such th e spokesmen of and responsib l e 
fa,- our peep le who represent about 08:1. of thP t:o t .11 lo r.:Cll pop•J 
lation of Namibia. We are collectively r efPrred to as the 
Chief ' s Council for the Damara spea~<:ing Namibians. 

YOUR ADDRESSEES:-

HERES Y E XPRESS out- t1 i ghes t r-egard towards the mos 1: h ono •Jl· ed 
fat.het· of the Nation ar"'d the s y mbol t:.t 'f unit y , His E ><cellenc y Saoro 
Nujoma, the President of the Republic of Namibia as welt .,.~ c:; thr
honourable membee·s of the National Asc:;embly and Lire Cab i net Clf 
the Repub lic of Namibia. 

H-=:RES't CONFIRI"I our firm commitment to pursue a r, · ee, democrc.<t ic 
and independent Namibia in which all Namibians will take their· 
rightful stand in peaceful coex i stence and natirJnal uni ty ir; the 
international community as a free and independent nation. 

HERESY EMPHASISE that "the land question in Namibia is 011e of 
t he most burning issues facing the new nation. Many y ears of 

c o l on i a 1 i s m h -3. v e r e c:; u 1 t e d i " t; he p res en 1: s i to.l ;;,, t i on '.-J her· e the 
v ast majority of the population has access to a f r action of all 
agricultural land. This highl y unequal distr-ibution of land i.-1 
turn la i d the foundation for the struc t ur· es of apar t heid and 
labour exploitation, and thus urban and rural po v erty. One of 
the principal challenges facing the Government is therefore to 
redress this imbalance and widen access to the land". 
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WELCOME this wel l-fo unded Land Conference initia ted by our 
highly honoured Prime Minister aimed at redressing the ills and 
wrongs of the colonial past. 

NOl.J GLADL Y REFER this Cor"'ference to the past history of the 
Oamara spea~ing 1\lamibi.ans their coe l<istence wi th otht::-1· 

ind igenous national groups, their distribution a n d land usage on 
various stages or de•.telopment of Namibia. 

HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

The entire history of the Damara speaking r··.laulib ians is so 
distorted that e ven ridiculous theories of fame hungr y histo
rians like '' th e Damaras ha v e lost their original language and 
are using the Narna language" and "all the Oamaras were ensla ve d 
by the Herercs, 1\lamas and for that matter e v en the Bushmen and 
~''ere brought to f\lami b ia b y such masters" are today a common be ·
liev e. 

The Oamara speaking r·lamibians re j ect these t heo,-ies v1ith th1? 
c o n temp t they deserve and ·fer vent 1 y be 1 i e ve t ha t i n d i g en o u s 
resear-chers l•Ji 11 ~ now that Namibia is independent, embar k upon 
the true histor y b y doing research on the history past on from 
one traditional leader to his successor; from father to th e 
son ; frorn language. songs and tribal custom ~ from distinc t 
characteristics, excavations or by other v iable means. The true 
history of the Damara speaking Namibians is not get completely 
e >< t i net . 

If there is, at all, an indigenous group in Namibia who can make 
a rightful and v alid claim on the entire Namibia with its vas t 
pastures and limited water resources then it is the Damara. next 
to the y ellow Bushmen. 

The question as to v1hich of tl"'e two groups, Damara or the Bush
men was the first in Namibia, creates a situation similar to 
that of the egg and the chicken, which was the first . 

Authentic archaeological data with numerous excavations stil l to 
be made will definitel y change the face of the histor y . 

For the purpose of this Conference, howev er, i t is enough to 
concur that Damara speaking Nam i. b i. ans are the ab or i g t 11es of 
Namibia. They co-habited Namibia l•Jith the y ellow Bushmen l n ng 
before the Saan and the Hottentots and the tl"'e othel- groups c ame 
on the scene. 
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J ee hA=lg=/Na- 
nub dynasty during early l4th century 1390; Saub, Gei-/Garub 

and #Khari /Garub = towards the end of 14th century; tHau~- 

karib, 'Owos-saub and Uru-ge-//heib = during 13th century; 

Goseb. lkudebs //Aruseb and /NMarirab -—- during léth century: 

Gariseb, Tsowaseb, /Nawabeb and Tsaoseb = during 17th century: 

'Gaoseb, //Hoeseb. //Guruseb and Abraham Seibeb - during 8th 

century; and would then come back to the Goreseb-kingdom during 

the 19th century. 

We will now gladly go even beyond the above history and briefly 

outline the evolution tree of the Damara. 

According to the ancient memories the movement of the Damara 

speaking Namibians started on a spot south from Gobabis. It is 

not yet established beyond any reasonable doubt how and from 

where these people happened to be there. 

From the said spot with only leaving the /ZGOWNANINM=-arocup 

({URO!GAOBEN) behind, the main stream moved slightly to the 

south and then to the west just above Retioboth to the 

Khomashochland. 

Mm smaller group branched down to the south to form the following 

groups, namely the AU-0-DAMAN near TSARAXA AIBES (Mariental), 

MAMADAMAN in FNS #GOAES (Keetmanshoop) area and the [GARIDAMAM 

further south to the Orange river. Very much later, during the 

German wars another small group branched off to the northern 

Cape and later settled near GA-GOMAS. todays HAKAMAS. This 

group is known as 'HaU-//NaIN (RIEMVASMAKERS). 

The main stream left the /KHOMANIM in the /KHOMAS (Khomashoch-= 

land); which group again spitted into three distinct smaller 
groups namely the HIKODAMAN slightly to the south towards 

Rehoboth the 'KUISEDAMAN along the !'KUISEB (Kuiseb river) and 

a larger group which left the TSOAXAUDAMAN along the TSOAXAUB 

(Swakop river) with the main centre at AT53B (Ot jimbingwe). 

This group moved further north west at the west end of the 0E 

F538 (Eronge mountains), leaving the I0E#GaN at the northern 

side thereof. This group then moved on north east and left the 
+AODAMAN aon the Parasis mountains. 

The last group then moved on and settled at HOB and GOMAXAS 
(Waterberg proper and plateau). They roamed the area between 

the Parasis and Waterberg and further north to MOMTS0OUR or 

TSUMEB where they melt coper and later made first contact with 

the Ovamba speaking Namibians further north. This group is 

known as /GAIO-DAMAN. Also the F#AODDAMAN later made contact with 
the Ovambo speaking Namibians while both were collecting salt at 

the Etosha lakes. 

A faction of the /GAIODAMAN moved further south of the Water- 

berg and #KHANUBES (OKANJANTE) and settled within the Kalkveld, 

Omaruru and Okahandja triangle. This group was known as the 

OMEN or 'UMEN.

T 3 

If we were not under such pressure of time we would gladl y toug h 
at v arious lose traits of history starting f r om the !A- ! a- /N~

nub d y nast y during early 14th century ± 1390; S~ub, Ge i - / Garub 
and ~Khari /Garub towards the end of 14th cen t ur y ; ! Ha u -
k arib, !Owos-saub and Ul·u-ge-// heib during 15 t h cent:u•·y ; 
Goseb, !kudeb~ // Aruseb and / Narirab during t6 t h cent u r y ; 
Gariseb, Tsowaseb, / Nawabeb and Tsaoseb -during 17th cent u ry ; 
!Gaoseb, // Hoeseb~ //Guruseb and Abraham Seibe b - du •·i n q 18 t h 
cen t ur y ; ~nd wotJld then come bac k· to the Goreseb-kingdom d uri n g 
the 19th centur y. 

We will now g l adl y go e v en bey ond the abo v e h isto r y and brief l y 
outline the e volution tree of the Damara. 

According to t h e ancient me mar i es the mo v ement of t he Dam a ,. a 
speaking Namibians started on a spot south from Gobabis. It is 
not yet established beyo11d any •·easonable doubt h o 1-1 and fr •J m 
where these people happened to be there . 

From the said spo t with on l y 
< ! URO!GAOBEN > behind, the main 
south and then to the we st 
Khomashochland . 

leav ing t.he /GO I..Jt.\1\iHI- cJ r· c- u p 
stream mo v ed sl i gh t l y to t h e> 

just abo "V e Re h obo t h to th e 

A smalle•- group b•· anched down to the st:~uth to fo ,-m t he fol lo t•Ji 11g 
groups, namel y the AU-0-DAMAN near TSARA XA AIBES <Ma r iental >, 
NAMADAMAN in f-1\1 ·~ tGOAES < Kee tmanshoop > a •· ea and the ! Gr.,p I DAI·tAr·l 
furth~r south to the Orange ri v er. Ver y mu c h la t ~r, du~i nq t h~ 

Ger m .;~n wars ana the,- sma 11 group branched o ff t o the n o•· the r ,., 
Cape and later settled near GA-GOMAS. today s KAKAMAS . This 
group is k nown as ! H~U-//N~IN <RIEMVASMAKERS > . 

The main stream left t he /KHOMANIN in the / KHOMAS <Khomashc c h
land l , ~.<Jhich group agairi spitted into th•·ee disti n ct smaller· 
groups namely the Hai<DDAMAN slightl y to the south to vJa•·ds 
f1ehoboth; the !KUISEDAMt-IN along the ! KUISEB <Kuiseb ,-i v e •·> <H ld 
a 1 arger g•·oup wh i eh left the TSOAXAUDAMAN a I ong t h e TSOA XAUB 
(Swakop ri v er> with the main centre at ATS~B <Otjimbingwe ) . 

This group moved further north west 
1:G~8 <Et· ongo mountains>, leaving 
side the reof • . This group then moved 
t-AODAI1AI\I on the Par as is mountains. 

at t he west e n d of t he !DE 
the !OE'I=G~I'I at the norther· n 
on north east and left the 

The last group then moved on and settled at !HOB an~ GOM AX AS 
( Wa te•· berg proper and p 1 a teau) . They roamr?d the a1·ea tJetween 
the Paras is and l.Ja terberg and further north to NOI"lTSOUB o 1· 
TSUt1EB where they melt cuper and l..~te1- made fi•·st con t:act w i tl 1 
the Ovambo speaking Nam i b i ans fu•- ther north . This grDup is 
knm-.~n as / GAIO-DAMAN. Also the =I:AOOAMAr,r later made contact ~-.~ i t:h 
the Ov ambo speaking Namibians while both were collecting salt at 
the Etosha lakes. 

A faction 
berg and 

of the / GAIODAMAN moved further south of the Water
~KHANUBES COKANJANTE> and settled within t h e kalk veld~ 

Omaruru 
I 011EN or 

and Okahandja 
'· UI1EN. 

tr i an•~ 1 e. This group was known as the 



IKUISEDAMAN moved along the !Kuiseb 

(Kuiseb river) down to the !GUMEN //GAMS (Walwvisbay) and further 

narth along the coast. Here they met a faction who moved down 

the TSOAXAUB (Swakop river) at Swakopmund and together they 

moved further north. This group was commonly known as 

NAMIDAMANM . 

A faction of this main group split to the D3URES (Brandberg) and 

are known as D3SUREDAMAN. The main stream moved eastwards to- 

wards the area of Fransfontein and further northwards towards 

NANT /AUS (Sesfontein) and even further north towards to the 

{GARIB (Cunene river). 

The above mentioned distribution of the Damaras is said to have 

taken place within a very long span of time and happened long 

before any other group accept the yellow Bushmen came on the 

scene. 

This assessment is reasonably accurate because it is known that 

almost all national groups which came into this country subse- 

quently were shown the water springs, Wholes and green pastures 

by the Damara. 

AMMEXUURE Al attached hereto is a map which shows the movements 

and land usage of the Damara speaking Namibians. 

It is against this back ground that the entire Mamibia was 

initially called Damaraland. ANMEXURE A2 attached hereto is an 

ancient map though not specific at least closely related to the 

situation referred to in the history. 

YOUR ADDRESSEES:- 

GLADLY REFER this conference to what we call the second phase of 

development and here we are talking of the time frame round and 

about the eighteenth century. 

THE HOTTENTOTS 

Dur ing these times various notorious Hottentot groups especially 

the Africaner group came across the Orange river. These groups 

were fully armed with fire arms, not known to people on this 

side of the Orange river. These groups were warring among then— 

selves and also killed the Damaras on sight. 

Under these circumstances the Damaras were pressed northwards 

while those that remained were either killed or enslaved. 

ANMEXURE A3 is an ancient map depicting the land usage of the 

Damara during the said point in time. 

THE HEREROS 

It was also during this century that the Herero came on the 

scene. Like the Hottentots, also the Herero were very hostile 

to the Damara. When ever their organised raiders came across a 

small and idle settlement of the Damara people, they either 

killed them or enslaved them.

T 
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Another faction o ·f the !~~UISEDAMAt\1 moved along tl1e !f<uic;el.J 
( ~~uiseb l-iver ) down to the !GUMEN //GAMS (1.-lalvisbayl and ·fu1·the1· 
north along the coast:. Here they met a faction ~~<Jho mo v ed down 
the TSOAXAUB ( S1.A1ah- op ,- i ver) at; Swakopmund and together· th•?y 
mo v ed further north. This group was commonl y known as 
NAMI OAI"IAf\1. 

faction of this main group split to the OaiJRES CBran dberCJ ) c:nd 
are kno wn as D~UREOAMAI'I. The main strearn mo ved eastwar d~. to -

th e <3re-a of F r-ansfontein and furt hel- ,,o,· tht.AJa r ds to~vc:H· ds 

/AUS ( Sesfon te in l and e v en fu1· ther north towar·ds to t h e 
!GARIB (Cunene ri v er). 

mentioned distribution 
within a v er y long 

other group accept 

The abo v e 
taken place 
before any 
scene. 

of the Damaras is said to have 
span of time and happened long 
the yello~" Bushmen came on tile 

This assessment is reasonably accw-ate because it is kno t.Am tha l: 
a l m o s t a l l n a t i o n a 1 g r o up s w h i c h c a me i n to t h i s c o IJ n tl- y s L' b s ~ -
quently were shown the water springs, Whales and gr·een pastl.11-es 
by the Damara. 

r'41\lr·JEXURE Al attached hereto is a map which shot'IIS the movemen~; s 

and land usage o f the Damara speaking Namibians. 

It is aga inst 
initi all y called 

this back ground that the entire Namibia w~s 
Oamar- aland. Af\INEXURE A2 attached hel-eto is an 

ancient map tl1ough not specific at least c: losel y rel ;:1ted to tht? 
situation refe rred to i n the history. 

YOUR ADDRESSEES:-

GLADLY REFER this conference to what we call the second phase of 
development and here we are talking of t he time f r· ame round and 
about the e i ghteenth century. 

THE HOTTENTOTS 

During these times various notorious Hottentot groups especia l l y 
the Africaner group came across the Orange rive•-· These groups 
were fully armed with fire arms, not known to p eople on this 
si de of the Orange river. These groups were ~.AJarr i ng among them
sel v es and also kil led the Damaras on sight. 

Under th ese 
"''hile t hose 
AW·IE XURE A3 
Damar a dul- i ng 

THE HEREROS 

circumstances · the Damaras were pressed no rthwards 
that remained were either ~il l ed u r ensla v ed. 

is an ancient map depicting the land u sage of the 
the said point in time. 

It was also during this century that the Herero came on the 
scene. Like the Hottentots, also the Herero were v er y hostile 
t;o the Oamara. When ever their organised r·aidel- s came ac1·oss a 
small and i dle settlement of the Oamara people , they eithe•
killed them o r enslaved them. 
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These unforeseeable circumstances caugh t 
Damara people off guard, broke do wn their 
and forced them to more i n a c cessible 
better protection . 

th e na t u r a lly peac~fu l 

tradi t ional struc t u r es 
mountai n ous 

While we are depicting and concentrat i ng onl y on t h e e v e o1r. s 
which b r ought about a complete change in th e face o f the 
h istor y, ,,,,e rnust also admit that t herE· 1-oe o- ~ i n te rv a l s 'J f 
peace·ful coe x istence e x istan ce and harmo ny a mo n g the i o1dig'?rtou~ 

groups e v en to t h e e x tent of intermart·iage e v en o n h ig h lev e l s 
a n d spont aneous supper t during ba t t 1 es and ~~<1a 1-. 

THE OVAMBO 

In contrast to ~vha t happened between the Damara on the one h ao1d 
and the Hottentot or Her-era on the other it is wort h me n ti on i n y 
that there we t-e a greater· harmony in t h e far nort h a mo ng t h e 
Ov ambo, the / GAIODAMAN , the =AOOAMAN and the HEI-1/0 MN . 

Accord i ng t o ar1cient memories t he fi r-st b l ac k gro u p wit h 1•1h nm 
the Oamara made fi rst - contact was the Ovambo in t he far n o r t h 
while most of them were still li v ing an t he An golan side of t he 
boarder. There were numerous battles and a war i n wh i ch the 
Damara leader / NARIRAB fell and the Oamaras dri v en t o t h e f a,
south onl y to come bac k again and settle a t =KAI\IUBES ( QI< ANJA I'·IDE > 
bu t these did n o t hav e the dimensions o f des tT-uc tion in t h ~: 

cent r al and sou t h . 

THE GERMANS 

The Germans were the fourth organized group to come to Namibia 
during these times. Caught-up between the two warring Hotten
tot- and Herero factions they elev ated t h e said two f actions to 
dictatorships according to German bel i e v e and s ty le a n d o n l y 
commented on other groups i n passing. By so do i nq the Ger-man s 
not onl y waged a physical but also a psy cho l og i cal war f are 
against the Damara b y simply ignoring t h~ir h i s t or i c: ach i e v e
ments, distortion of their true histor y and b y degradat i on of 
their human dignit y almost to the lev el of a n onenti ty . 

THE SETTLERS 

Th e th i ,- d phase of dev elopment is the ac tual phase ~'"here 1 a n d 
theft was grossl y committed . 

tt 1•1as dur·i n g the y eat- LB90 that the Colon i al Go v e rnme n t: in t ro
duced the Land Alienation Pal ic y . I n 1892 t: t1 e f i r·s t GP.rma n 
Settlers were brought in to occup y land wt~ich f ormerl y beloo tged 
to the indigenous people. 

The German Settlers then increC\sed periodi c all y . In 1896 th er·e 
was a large influ x of Beer families from t he defunct Upingtonia 
Republic in Angola. 
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Towards the end of 1903 the land was di v ided be tween four main 
groups, as foll ows: 

l . Natives 31 lt rJo 000 ha. 

'"" c. Concession Compani es 29 175 5 00 ha. 

3 . Government; < Ct· own land) 19 250 000 ha. 

'-+ • Se l; t 1 et· s 3 6 84 500 ha. 

TOTAL 83 500 0 0 0 h a . 

By January 1904 the Government dec i ded to confiscate land front 
th e Na ti v es and sold and leased it together· ~.-dt:h po•· tions of 
crown land to tt1e settlers at rando.m. This en•·aged the intJigP
nous peoples and on 12 Januar·y 190(t the Het· e •-os lerJ lhe •·eb•;;- 1 -
l ion. The other groups soon follow suit . 

In 1905 another mass emigra t ion of Bae•· s a•· •· i v ed in t h e th.;::n Sl·lA 
and after the war ( 1907 - 19<)9) German Settlers i 11c r·eas E:•t.l f r om 8 
2 1)0 ttJ 11-+ 0 00 . 

From t hen on th e successi •1e r:olonial regimes almost folla\·Jetj t:hr: 
same pattern with land theft. 

The forth phase represents the est .:1blishmet1 t of t·L3tive Rese•·ves 
b y th e colonial Governments. 

Land theft concent,·ated much in t;he Centt· al .~nt..l Sauthet·n par ts 
of Namibia and as a result the Damaras, Hereros, Namas and the 
Ea sters were ruthlessl y stripped of theit· fet·ti le land a nd alo:;o 
last their propert y . 

In 
of 

an 
the 

attempt to camp ens ate fat- that stolen 1 and the Ga ve•· nmett t 
day created some Native Reser v es as Home areas for the 

indigenous group s. 

We at·e hereby 
collecti v e use 

only deal.ing 
or the Damaras 

the sole use and occupatiot1 of 

with Native Reservas set apart 
and others and those set apart 
the Damara speal-inq f'.lamibians. 
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GOVERNMENT 
NOTICE NAME 

MODE OF 
OCCUPATION SIZE 

Gl'l 21 / 1926 0 t j i mb i ng~·1e N<lti v e 
Rese,·ve CollectivP. 9 1 l96 11 C:• 

Gf\1 YA /1924 f<: ,- a n t z p l a t z Native 
Rese t· v e Co 1 lee t i v e .39 190 h.;~ 

GN 77/1932 Aukei.gas Native 
Reserve Sole 10 862 ha 
deproclaimed in terms of Act 44 of 1945 

GN 122 / 1923 Ber· seba Native Reserve Collecti ve 586 779 h a 

Gl'l 122/1923 Fransfontein Na t i ''e 
Reset· v e Collecti v e 5 7 739 ha 

GN 122 / 1923 Nueho·f l'la t i v eo - Rec;erve Collective 2 0 0 34 ha 

GN 122/1923 O~:o mb~he Na live Reserve Sole 446 021t h a 

GtJ 122 / 1923 Ovitoto Nati v e Reset·ve Collective 61 192 ha 

GN 122/1923 Sesfontein Native 
Reserve Co 1 1 ec t i •J e 31 lt L 6 ha 

GN 122 / 1923 Tses Na. t i v e Reserve Collecti v e 229 925 ha 

Goreses Native Reset·ve 
near Otjinene Sole 

THE FIFTH PHASE represents Native Homelands which t he South 
African Government established in accordance with its polic y on 
separate development. ANNEXURE A4. 

Homelands were created and the indigenous groups were repatr·id
ted forcibly to the said Homelands. 

The Namibians in the far north namely Capri v i, Kavango. Ovambo 
and l<aok o land as wel l as the Baster·s wet·e luc~y enough to ,-e~ain 

most of their ancestral land. 

The 
all 

Damara, Herero and 
their fertile land and 

Nama were not so luc ky and 
even their property. 

DAMARALAND <North Western Region> 

Lost almost: 

The area of 4,8 million ha. known as the present Damaraland was 
set apart ·for the so 1 e use and occupation of the about 100 000 
Damara speaking Namibians. 



} however not suitable 

for normal commercial farming purposes and is presently known as 

the unproclaimed Mature Conservation Area. 

Even so, the present Damaraland comprises of the ancestral land 

of only four (4) groups namely the !OE#GAN, the NAMIDAMAM. the 

D3UREDAMAN, and the £AODAMAN, while the TSOAXAUDAMAN also retain 

part of their ancestral land namely ATSEB (OTJIMBINGWE). The 

rest of about nine (2) other Damara Tribes lost their ancestral 

land on the hands of the successive colonial regimes. 

At present 31 400 NMamibians are living in Damaraland while about 

1 S00 families are registered as subsistence farmers represen- 
ting the national groups of Mamibia as follows: 

Damaras 848 

Hereros 436 

Mamas 81 

Ovambos 83 

Coloureds 41 

Others 11. 

Fram the above evidence it would appear that there is at present 

a considerable influx of all indigenous groups either from rural 

areas e.g. (Private commercial Farms as well as other Home 

areas) as well as urban areas, despite the fact that there are 

insufficient avenues of farming or employment for them in the 

said Damaraland area. 

This influx is stimulated inter alia by well-ordered structures 

and facilities created under difficult circumstances, as well as 

the more human and unbias approach of the traditional leadership 

in this area for the upliftment of the underprivileged Nami- 

bians in spite of their tribal, religious or political affilia- 

tion. This in itself is a product of political awareness. 

We are, however, greatly upset by the fact that though we are so 

accommodative on our part, there is absolutely no room for the 

Damara speaking Namibians in other traditional home areas. 
There is no such a thing like a registered Damara farmer in 

Ovambo, Kavango, Caprivi, Hereroland or Kaokoland. 

This being the historic background of the Damara speaking 

Mamibians, its only human that we look forward to getting a fair 

share of our undisputed ancestral land. 

Article 1&6 of the Namibian Constitution cannot be interpreted to 

read "Yours is also ours but mine is my own" and thereby offer- 

ring some NMamibians dual or more settlement rights in Home 

areas. 

It is our believe that Article l&6 is stating a unique situation 

and is surely not an attempt to create lawlessness whereby 

people may settle at random.
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About 2,4 million ha. of the said area is how~ver not suitable 
for normal commercial farming purposes and is presently known as 
the unproclaimed Nature Conservation Ar e a . 

Even so, the present Damaraland comprises of the ancestral land 
of only four <4> groups namely the !OEf-GAN, the? NA1'1IDAI'1AN. the 
DJUREDAMAN, and the /:AODAMAN, ~~hi le the TSOAXAUDAI1AI\I also r·etain 
part of their ancestral land namely ATS~B <OTJIMBTNGWE >. Th e 
res t of ab o u t n i 'i'i e ( 9 ) o the,- Dam a r a T ,- i be s 1 o s t t !112 i ,- an c '? s l ,- a 1 
land on the hands of the suc:cessiv~ colonial regimes . 

At present 31 400 Namibians are living in Damaraland while abo u t 
1 500 families are registered as subsistence farmers represet t
ting the national groups of Namibia as follows : 

Damaras 84·8 
Her er os 436 
!'lamas 81 
Q·.,ambos 83 
Coloureds 41 
0 the1·s 1 1 • 

From the above evidence it would ap p ear that there is at present 
a considerable influx of all indigenous groups either from r ural 
areas e.g . <Private commercial Farms as well as oth~r Home 
areas> as well as urban areas, despite the fact that there are 
insufficient avenues of farming or employment far them in th~ 
said Damaraland area . 

This influx is stimulated inter alia by well-ordered structures 
and facilities created under difficult circumstances, as well as 
the more human and unbias approach of the traditional lead~r sl1 ip 

in this area for the upliftment of the underprivileged Nami
bians in spite of their tribal, religious or political affilia
tion. This in itself is a product of political awareness. 

We are, however, greatly upset by the fact that though we are s o 
accommodative on our part, the r·e is absolutely no room for the 
Damara speaking Namibians in other traditional home a r eas . 
There is no such a thing like a r~gistered Damara fa r mer in 
Ovambo, Kavango, Caprivi, Hereroland ot· Kaokoland. 

This being the historic background 
Namibians, its only human that. we look 
share of our undisputed ancestral land. 

of the Damar a spec:\1< i ng 
fon.._,a,· d to getti ng a fai r-

Artic l e 16 of the Namibian Constitution cannot be 
read "You1·s is also OLirS but m·ine is my own" and 
t·ing some l'lamibians dual 01· more settlemP.nt 
areas. 

in t; er p r ·~ t ed 1: u 
t h ~ ,- e b y o f f e ,- -
t· ight:s i11 Ho 111e 

Tt is our believe that Article 16 is stating a unique situatio n 
and is surely not an attempt to create lawlessness whereb y 
people may settle at random . 
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ns reasonable people we believe that should the Damaras reall y 
c 1 a i m a 1 1 t he i ,- an c e s t r a 1 1 and , i t w a u 1 d nev e r b e i n t h e 
in t erest of our fellow Namibians . We are therefore ver y accom
modative in ou,- approac h because ~~e a r e genu inel y help i ng l: o 
embar k on an accep t able solut i on on the who l e lan d ques ti o n . 

OUR REC::OMMEI'IDAT I OI'IS 

I t is our fer v e n t be l iev e tt , at Namibia i s big e n oug h fa ,- a ll 
''lam i b i ans to 1 i v e i n ha ,- mony a nd peace and t o ma k e a decen 1: 
li v ing. 

ON MUNICIPAL LAND 

1 . Here we are pleading for c o mplete c h anges wi t h immedi at e 
effect . Tt1e Affirmati v e Action for the majo l- i ty toget h e1· 
"''ith Article 16 of f\lamibian Const i tution mus t t a ke t h e i ,· 
rightful course on proclaimed Munic i pal land a n d proper t y 
a nd must be accomp l ished to its l ogical c o ncl u si on . 

2. The approach towards alienation of sur v e y ed lots a nd 
impro v ements should be free market o r ienta t ed wl1 ile th~ 

Go vernment should endeav our to al l e v ia t e t h e b urde n o f 
those underpr iv ileged b y colonial neg l e ct . b y estab l ish i ng 
means to r ende r soft loans. 

3. The cu!-ren t 
p l ished and 

Housing Alienation Scheme shou l d 
s hould be extended to all towns , as 

g r o wth - p o i n ts on Communal Land. 

be a cr:o m·· 
"''e l 1 as to 

Lt. Res i dent s of a gi v en town o1· r eg i on s h ould e n j oy p l· e f e ,· '? nce 
on all leased p ropert y . 

ON COMMERCIAL LAND 

S ame approach as on 
appli c able. We further 
levied as from the t hi rd 
curb monopol y . 

ON COMMUNAL LAND 

.. 

Municipal land s hould appl y wher~ 

recommend that ag g r e ss iv e ta xa t i o n bP 
farm owned b y the s ame owner, so as t o 

Let the present communal land r emain the wa y it is . 

To r edress t h e 
i nter est wi l l 
j eopard y . 

whole si t ua ti on i n 
onl y land our y oung 

an a t temp t t o sa tisfy eve r y 
a nd fr ag i le demo c racy in 

I t will also c l-eate tension and friction should t h e Go v ernme n t 
now c o nfiscate al l ancest,- al land and termi nate t h e autho r it y of 
Tl-aditional lea de r·s as t l- ustees o f the sai d ancest•· al land . 

The ancestral land is deeply rooted with t h e . t r adi t i o n a nd c. ul 
t ur e o f var i o us n a tiona l groups and in ter e s t s and s hould b e 
h a nd l ed with u t most ci r c u ms pect ion. 
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The traditional s t ructures should not be disturbed abruptl y bu t 
evo lu t i a nar y changes si10L.d d r· at her· be a l 1 uwed to come g r· ad u a 11 v 
and smoothl y . 

It is t rue that not a 11 communal 1 an~ as known today . is a ,,_ 
cestral land but it does compensate to a greater e x tent in 
absenc e of such ancestral land confi scated. 

A special Commissio n of I nvestiga t ion should, howev er, be set up 
t o estab lish valid claims on small portions u f a n cestral land 
upon which specific interests hav e a bur n ing desire for red r ess 
for e xample: 

Augeikas 
Darnara. 

<! Ao //Ae xa s ) 

Water berg far Herero, etc. 

LAND USAGE ON COMMUNAL LAND 

and Hueses for t he Sor r i -Son-is 

The Tradition a 1 leader ship shou 1 d manage t h e Communa 1 1 and 
according l:o their tradition and culture in close consultat ion 
with the Government Administrative machiner y . 

The Ministr y of Local Go v ernment and Housing shou ld monitor the 
duties and functions of all tradi t ional leadersh ip so as to curb 
misma nagements and unbecoming tribal customs. 

The Communal land will be the resort of the subsistence farmers 
and the small fa rmers while the Government should encourage and 
facilitate means to remove qualifying big farmers on the 
Communal 1 and to buy comrnerc i a l farms with soft 1 cans and b y so 
doing make more room for t he small man on the grass root lev el. 

This, in short, is our humble submission a nd we sincerel y hope 
that it will contribute to the final decision-ma k ing process. 

We thank y ou, 


